
 

 

 
Spouse contributions 
Making super less taxing 
 

The spouse contribution tax offset is a great way to boost your combined 
super, reduce your tax bill and build up your retirement nest egg. 
 
And best of all, it’s so easy. All you need to do is claim the tax offset in your 
tax return.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

What are spouse contributions? 
Eligible spouse contributions are super contributions 
you make on behalf of your spouse. These are 
classified as non-concessional (after-tax) 
contributions. This means that the contribution is not 
subject to further tax once placed in the super 
account. 
 
What are the benefits? 
If your spouse’s income is $10,800 or less, you may 
be eligible for an 18% tax offset on spouse 
contributions made to super from your after tax 
income, up to a maximum tax offset of $540 on the 
first $3,000. This tax offset decreases as your 
spouse’s income increases. And you can’t claim it if 
your spouse’s income exceeds $13,800. 
 
The amount you contribute will count towards the 
receiving spouse’s non-concessional contributions 
cap. Tax penalties apply if this cap is exceeded. 
 

Who can make spouse contributions? 
Anyone that meets the definition of a spouse. A 
spouse is considered a person who, although not 
necessarily legally married to you, lives with you on 
a genuine domestic basis as your husband or wife. 
A spouse does not include a person to whom you 
are married but who lives separately and apart from 
you on a permanent basis. 

What are the eligibility criteria for claiming a tax 
offset? 
To become entitled to the spouse contributions tax 
offset: 

● You must be married or in a de facto relationship. 
● You must both be Australian residents. 
● You need to make contributions to your spouse’s 

super account. 
● Your receiving spouse’s income must be $10,800 

or less. 
● Your receiving spouse has to be under the age of 

65, or between age 65 and 69 and gainfully 
employed for at least 40 hours in a period of not 
more than 30 consecutive days during that 
financial year. 

We’re here to help 
To find out more about the tax advantages of spouse contributions and whether it would be a good strategy for 
you, why not give us a call on 02 9997 4647. 

Case study 
Chris and Carol are a de facto couple. Chris 
works as a carer one day a week and earns 
$10,800 a year, while Carol is the main income 
earner. Carol contributed $1,500 to Chris’ super 
fund. 

Carol is eligible to claim a tax offset of $270 while 
more than doubling the amount going into Chris’ 
super account that year. 

This is based on the assumption that Chris’ only 
other contribution is his employer’s super 
guarantee (SG) contribution of 9.5% or $1,026. 



 
 
 
 

Disclaimer: This publication has been compiled by Financial Decisions (AFSL/ACL Number 341678). Material contained in this publication is an overview or 
summary only and it should not be considered a comprehensive statement on any matter nor relied upon as such. The information and any advice in this 
publication do not take into account your personal objectives, financial situation or needs. Therefore you should consider its appropriateness having regard to 
these factors before acting on it. While the information contained in this publication is based on information obtained from sources believed to be reliable, it has 
not been independently verified. To the maximum extent permitted by law: (a) no guarantee, representation or warranty is given that any information or advice in 
this publication is complete, accurate, up-to-date or fit for any purpose; and (b) Financial Decisions nor its employees are in any way liable to you (including for 
negligence) in respect of any reliance upon such information or advice. 

Contact us 

Phone:   02 9997 4647 
Fax:    02 9997 7407 
Email:    info@financialdecisions.com.au 
Web:    financialdecisions.com.au 
Post:    PO Box 484 

Mona Vale NSW 1660 
 


